
Physician Responsibilities per 
Health & Safety Code (HSC) §1418.8

Physicians providing care to unrepresented residents of skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) and 
intermediate care facilities (ICFs) are subject to the requirements of HSC §1418.8 (“Epple Bill”). 
This legislation allows the facility’s interdisciplinary team (IDT) to make healthcare decisions for any 
resident who lacks the ability to provide informed consent and has no surrogate decision-maker. 

Key Modifications to HSC §1418.8
HSC §1418.8 was modified in 2019 and now sets forth additional rules that facilities must follow to 
implement interventions requiring informed consent for unrepresented residents.
The facility shall:
• Include a patient representative in all IDTs convened under HSC §1418.8.
• Provide written and verbal notice of the proposed intervention and the IDT decision to the 

resident and patient representative.
• Notify the resident of their right to seek judicial review to contest the physician’s determination 

regarding their capacity, the use of an IDT to review and administer medical treatment, and/or 
the decisions made by the IDT.

Key Responsibilities of the Physician per HSC §1418.8 
Prior to the IDT meeting, the resident’s physician shall:

Determine the resident’s capacity to provide informed consent for the proposed 
intervention and document this and the basis for that determination in the resident’s 
medical record. 

Write an order for the proposed intervention.

Be available to answer questions from the resident and the patient representative.

The resident’s physician is required to participate in the IDT meeting, either in-person or by phone 
or video conference.

For more information about HSC §1418.8 or public patient representative 
services visit the Office of the Long-Term Care Patient Representative webpage 
(https://bit.ly/3tVJbul) to view the FAQs or contact the Office at 916-800-5084 
or opr@aging.ca.gov.
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